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SUBJECT: CONOCO INTEREST IN DAHOMEY OIL 
REE: MCNAMARA- WYGANT LETTER, MAY 8 

1 . WE HAVE LEARNED THAT TWO REPS, MCGIVEN AND 
SPRATELY, FROM CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY (CONOCO) LONDON 
OFEICE HAVE JUST FINISHED A WEEK'S VISIT TO DAHOMEY. 

THEY CAME TO PRESENT PRODUCTION PROPOSAL FOR DAHOMEY'S 
OFESHORE OIL RESERVES, FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY "FISHING 
EXPEDITION ' MADE THREE WEEKS AGO BY SPARKS FROM SAME 
OFEICE. 

2. TWO WERE APPARENTLY WARMLY RECEIVED BY HYDRO- 
CARBONS DIRECTOR PEREIRA, WHO SAID THEY COULD EXPECT 
DEFINITE RESPONSE IN ABOUT A MONTH. PEREIRA ALSO MEN- 
TIONED CONOCO WOULD BE 15TH COMPANY TO MAKE AN OEFER 
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FIGURE HARDLY SEEMS LIKELY AND WAS PROBABLY USED BY 
PEREIRA AS BARGAINING STRATEGY. ALSO, ONE MONTHEX- 
PECTED TIME LAG BEFORE AWARD OE CONCESSION TO BE ANNOUNC- 
ED REINFORCES INEO GIVEN US BY BABA MOUSSA THAT HIGH- 
LEVEL NATIONAL ECONOMIC SEMINAR OPENING TODAY WILL PLAY 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN SETTING CRITERIA EOR DECISION. FUR- 
THER, HE TOLD ME THAT NO SINGLE INDIVIDUAL OR MINISTRY 
WOULD MAKE DECISION ON ITS OWN). 

3. DETAILS OE PROPOSAL NOT KNOWN, BUT HAVE LEARNED 
CONOCO MAY DOUBT ACCURACY OE MRGD TECHNICAL DATA LEFT 
BY UNION. CONOCO SAID, IF AWARDED THE CONCESSION, IT 
WOULD HAVE TO DO MORE EXPLORATION BEEORE SIGNING PRODUC- 
TION CONTRACT. ALSO, CONOCO PEELS PAST PRODUCTION 
SCHEDULE WOULD MAKE ENTIRE PROJECT UNPROPITABLE BY EX- 
HAUSTING RESERVES WITHIN 3 YEARS, SO IT WOULD HOLD PRODUC- 
TION DOWN TO 1000 BARRELS/DAY. UNLIKELY THIS WOULD 
PLEASE DAHOMEANS, WHO ARE IMPATIENT TO REALIZE BENEPITS 
PROM OIL, AND WHO SUSPECT ANYONE WHO TRIES TO MINIMIZE 
IMPORTANCE OP RESERVES. 

MCNAMARA 


LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BUSINESSMEN, PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, VISITS, OFFSHORE OIL FIELDS, PETROLEUM CONCESSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974COTONO00722 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 13-0640 
From: COTONOU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740562/aaaacdci.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: MCNAMARA-WYGANT LETTER, MAY 8 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUN 2002 by cunninfx>; APPROVED <10 FEB 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONOCO INTEREST IN DAHOMEY OIL 
TAGS: ENRG, BPRO, DM, CONOCO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



